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In 2015, Fundación Amistad nominated the Havana neighborhood of El Vedado to
the World Monuments Fund’s 2016/2017 Watch list of endangered places around
the world. El Vedado was the first major urban neighborhood in Cuba to be built on
a defined urban plan, and is recognized for its beauty and urban grace. It is a
cultural, educational, commercial, and government center with a wealth of
important destinations for Havana residents as well as numerous buildings of
architectural significance. Sadly, much of the neighborhood’s historic fabric
continues to deteriorate at an alarming rate.
Cuban and American participants at the “Ideas
Symposium for Vedado” in Havana

Vedado: An Ideas Symposium
The inclusion of the neighborhood of El Vedado on the WMF’s Watch is a timely
opportunity to tie the awareness, restoration, and revitalization of this vital part of
La Habana to the growth of community, creativity, and economic development in
Cuba. To generate discussion, FA organized a symposium conducted in October
2016 bringing together Cuban architects, planners, preservation specialists,
educators, and authors with the leaders of the 50 largest US-based design firms
represented by the American Institute of Architects’ Large Firm Roundtable
(AIA/LFRT). Materials for the symposium were prepared by one of the AIA/LFRT
member firms, Ennead, based on research conducted by two recent RISD graduates
whose fellowships in Havana were sponsored by FA.
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A Vision for Revitalization and Sustainability
The 80 participants at the symposium shared ideas on the urban topics of culture,
education, open space, sports, connectivity, transportation, entrepreneurship,
hospitality, entertainment, urban anchors, and underutilized assets. Recent
creative restorations – such as the Fabrica de Arte Cubano – were cited as excellent
examples of cultural vibrancy from artistic entrepreneurs.
Vedado’s diverse character gives the neighborhood a lively visual mix, and allows
for growth and change while maintaining its unique legacy. The adaptability of its
buildings to accommodate new uses – galleries, restaurants, government ministries,
and museums – is a testament to its heritage and future. As Havana enters a new
era of internal change and global connectivity, Vedado is the ideal urban platform
where legacy and culture can meet innovation and incubation.
Next Steps
In 2017, a community Watch Day and exhibit will be scheduled to further heighten
awareness of Vedado’s potential. FA looks forward to participating with our Cuban
colleagues and partners to shape a vision and approach to revitalization and
restoration that is effective, sustainable, and achievable.
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